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| Los ANGELES began drawing four
4 times its civic water needs from
Piziure andShoshone Owens Valley in 1913, using the
{ | Indian Reservatiog surplus to irrigate citrus and
s Y vegetables. The city bought more
| land and rights to Owens water in
| the 1920s, embittering ranchers, and
( ® A by 1940 had extended its aqueduct
system to the Mono Lake basin. In
v 1934 water flowed to San Francisco
| : from Hetch Hetchy Valley, a holy
3y | place to conservationist John Muir.
With prices up and farm promotion
vigorous, immigrants flooded in, many
to the Central Valley. By 1920 some
45,000 farms had been carved from
wheat and cattle ranches. Scarcity of
surface water forced adoption of
underground pumping.
The Depression thwarted a grand
state solution, but in 1937 the s o
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L'eau, la clé dela croissance

“,  WATER—THE KEY TO GROWTH

R ETHAIS{BNA_SSH N

Chance discoveries at Tonopah in 1900 revived {

Nevada's silver and gold boom and sparked doreyf |
mining—of lead, zinc, tungsten, and iron. B [
copper mining, centered on Ely, earned mi
than all the Comstock's silver and gold. S

Ppopulation nearly doubled t@lﬂoo by 1910.
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federal government began the Y
Central Valley Project. This
monumental undertaking would
ultimately green more than a million
acres in the sere San Joaquin Valley,
transforming the economy. The
valley yielded great variety: Japanese
and Chinese raised celery, asparagus,
and potatoes on delta truck farms; ¢
Slavs grew table grapes near

Delano; Armenians produced

figs and raisins around Fresno;
Portuguese dairy farmers preferred |
Hanford. In the Dust Bowl era, |
more than 350,000 displaced Okies |
arrived, many to harvest cotton. |
Favored by tax breaks and |
technology, corporations further |
mechanized the business of
farming,Marketing co-ops helped

, smll f. TS compete. ¢
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California, Oregon, and 2 J 4494 S This 726-foot-high concrete of
Washington hel . ! o |\ barrier was completedin 1935,
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LABOR FOR AGRIBUSINESS
By 1920 Mexicans, many of them illegals, made
up the largest foreign-born group; repatriation
during the Depression sent tens of thousands home.
Growers also hired Italians, Portuguese, and Koreans.
Japanese arrivals were slowed by an informal agreement 3 2 o
in 1907 and virtually halted by the Immigration Act of Barstowes

A LITTLE CIVIL WAR"

In 1924 Los Angeles filed suit against Owens Valley *
’ ranchers to stop them from diverting water upstream

of the Los Angeles Aqueduct. The result—dynamiting
of the aqueduct by local ranchers—dramatized the
need for statewide water management.
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1924, Filipino immigration quickened. Blacks, whose ) 19027 % A R
numbers rose from 11,000 in 1900 to 124,000 in B, ¢ o i
1940, preferred industrial jobs. S B ¢ Victorville

WATERING THE IMPERIAL VALLEY
In 1901 a canal diverted water from the
Colorado River to the fertile Imperial Valley.

Four years later floods drowned nearly 500 Citrus
square miles of the depression, then rich [0 Irrigated Land
with crops. Contained in 1907, the floods ~——— Paved Road fa 1925
left behind the huge Salton Sea. ~~—~ Other Road|
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[ More than 50,000
Los Angeles 417,209
Percent of Change 970%

ASIAN AND HISPANIC POPULATIONS
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B 1940-PRESENT
EXPLOSIVE GROWTH

ORLD WAR I reinforced California’s
leadership in building aircraft and
helped launch aerospace. The U. S. poured
money into atomic testing in Nevada, more
than 85 percent federally owned, but casino
dollar fallout has made it the fastest

growing state.

The 1941 Colorado River Aqueduct
allowed Los Angeles to grow unchecked,
and massive north-to-south transfers, such
as the Central Valley and State Water
Projects, slaked agriculture’s greater thirst.
Agribusiness largely satisfied its craving for
seasonal field labor with Mexican braceros
between 1942 and 1964. In 1980 Los Angeles
County was home to nearly half the state’s
4.5 million legal Hispanics, and the city
draws immigrants and refugees from across
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CALL OF THE WEST
‘anciscan padres and Mexican rancheros,

rty-niners and Chinese railroad builders,
isciples of John Muir and of Aimee Semple
IcPherson, orchestrators of land booms

1d get-rich schemes, moviedom’s stars

1d star makers have helped define the Far
Test as the ultimate dream, ever firing the
2arts of generations of hopeful newcomers.
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By 1980 Indians in California had
% increased to nearly 200,000,
two-thirds their aboriginal
, population, and in Nevada to
“about 13,000. Nevada's Western
Shoshones have filed a ¢laim
TAsseny. . against the U. S. government for
vopmm about 18 rlillion anc»stral acres.
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